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First discovery of a hippopotamus fossil
from Thailand and its significance |
on palaeobiogeography in SE Asia
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The two extant hippos are restricted to Africa: a smaller form, Choeropsis liberie
(pygmy hippo) living in NW coast and a larger form, Hippopotamus amphibious (c
mon hippo) found in the sub-Sahara. The earliest hippo, Kenyapotamus, is known fi
the Middle Miocene of Lothagam, Kenya. Hippos became more abundant in the
Miocene, Hexaprotodon, and continue to Plio-Pleistocene and were one of the
major mammalian components of ecosystems in Africa.

Hippapotamus has dispersed to southern Europe and southern Asia about 6 Ma. k
is well known from the Middle and Upper Siwalik sediments of India/Pakistan and
Irrawaddy sediments of Myanmar in southern Asia, and also known from Plio-Ple-
stocene localities in the Indonesian Archipelago, such as Java and Sumatra. In Thailand
several hippo fossils have been reported to date: dental fragments from the Pleistocene:
of central Thailand, and some isolated teeth from the Late Miocene sand pits in Tha
Chang subdistrict, Muaeng district, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. However, the taxo-
nomic identification was uncertain because of the scarcity of fossil specimens. !

Here we firstly report a nearly complete hippo mandible from the Tha Chang sand
pits. The specimen is most similar to Hexaprotodon sivalensis, which is found frors
the Late Miocene of central Myanmar, in size and dental/mandibular morphologx.
Hexaprotodon have dispersed to SE Asia probably in the Late Miocene, which is muck
earlier than, as previously thought, the Pleistocene.




